
TEACHING INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE - WEEK 2

For the second class meeting, Ernie taught the class about measuring.  He talked 
about lengths and widths, and the use of grids in order to get the correct proportions while 
drawing the figure.  While the class drew, he slowly circled the room and stopped now and 
then whenever he saw a student heading in the wrong direction.  Sometimes he will tap 
them on the shoulder and tell them what they're doing wrong, but more times than not he'll sit 
down at their drawing board and show them.  He will lightly sketch over top of the student's 
drawing, or erase here and there as he needs to.  Meanwhile he'll be talking, explaining 
exactly what he's doing and why he's doing it.  This seems to me to be a good way to do this, 
as in my experience showing is always better than telling.  They seem to respond well to this 
method.

The majority of the class was devoted to focusing on measurements and proportions, 
and the relationship between all of the various parts to the whole.  About halfway through the 
class, he told a great story about seeing a Matisse painting for the first time in person.  It was 
a large figure painting, and it "floored him" because of the effective use of line and sense of 
space and light.  He mentioned how it is one thing to see a photo of a painting such as this in 
a book, but another thing to see it in person.  The students seemed to enjoy his story; his 
enthusiasm was palpable.  

It was a bit surprising how many students were missing from the class.  I'm not sure 
what this means.  It was a good class though, for those who were there, and I feel like I 
learned some important things about Ernie's teaching style.

Also, we have a student that goes by the name of "Porkchop".  Not kidding.


